[Metastases of human tumor cells in immunosuppressed newborn rats].
The metastatic ability of human tumour cells can easily be evaluated by using as an experimental model the production of metastases in newborn rats immunosuppressed by an optimal dose of anti-thymocyte serum. Thus, following sub-cutaneous injection of 10(6) cells, a human melanoma cell line, tumorigenic but non metastatic in nude mice, produces within 3 weeks tumours in all inoculated rats and lymph node and pulmonary metastases in 50% of the animals. The cloning of this cell line in semi-solid agar shows its heterogeneity and demonstrates that it contains poorly tumorigenic but highly metastatic cells.